
FRANKLIN SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

FRANKLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY 

                                  November 20, 2017 

6:30pm 

 

Present:  Board Members: Tim Magnant, Chairperson, Thomas Gates, Bob 

Berger, Joyce Hakey, Principal, Becky Hart and Lora McAllister, Pierrette 

Bouchard, School Board Secretary  

 

Others present: None 

 

AGENDA 

 

Call Meeting to Order- Tim Magnant called the meeting to order at 6:35pm.   
 

Agenda Revision:  None 

 

Correspondence:   

 

Approval of Minutes  Bob Berger moved, seconded by Thomas Gates to approve 

the October 17th and November 7th school board meeting minutes. The board 

approved the motion on a 3-0 vote.   

 

Check Warrants  Tom Gates moved, seconded by Bob Berger to approve the 

check warrants totaling $378,047.59.  The board approved 3-0. 

 

Budget 

Lora McAllister went over the second draft of the FY19 budget.  They went 

over the revisions since the last draft including increased participation of 

health insurance.  Some of the SU Assessments were decreased due to 

Franklin’s lower student numbers and some positions off set with grant 

revenues.  Early Education has 44 tuition students at a cost of approximately 

$3,100 each.   Becky will research to see what the numbers are from each town.  

 

Farm to School Presentation-  Annie Wagner 

Annie Wagner wrote a grant of implementation from the Agency of Agriculture 

for the Farm to School Program.  The school received $8,700.  She wanted the 

kids to see a complete food cycle so that they see where the food comes from 

eating it and on to composting it.  They planted a garden by the nature trail.  

The garden was wet.   They built a ditch to drain the water, garden beds and 



benches.  Through the gutter feeds, the rain is collected and feeds into water 

barrels.  They used the rain water to water the gardens.   They also did some 

farm visits to the Gates farm and Wagner farms.  She talked a lot about 

composting to the kids.   In the Fall, they did some apple pealing and pressing.  

In the Fall Grade 4 harvested garlic toes.  They also did some taste testing 

including Kale Chips with Kindergarten.  Bob Enstrom used the worm bins to talk 

about microbes and what to put in compost bins.  Kindergarten and Preschool 

went to MVU to see their Agriculture Dept.  In May 2017, each class had their 

own bed to plant garden plants.  They planted a variety of vegetables from 

tomatoes celery, onions, peppers, squash etc.  They did a summer cooking camp 

with Donna Benoit with an around the world theme.  They did a summer 

community event that was a great success.  For Back to School Night, they did 

smoothies and made dipping sauce to serve with the kitchen’s homemade bread.  

Eric and Amy Beauregard came to demonstrate their popcorn machine.  

Students stewed tomatoes and used it in the spaghetti sauce for the 

grandparents’ dinner.  They hope to continue with the summer community dinner 

and camp.  They are working with RISE VT to see if they can obtain a grant.  

They would like a small sum of money to help continue the Farm To School 

program.  Tim Magnant thanked Annie Wagner for her presentation.     

 

Executive Session 

Tom Gates moved, seconded by Bob Berger to enter executive session for a 

contract at 7:25pm.   The board exited executive session at 8:45pm.  

 

Principal’s Report 

NECAP Science Scores:   Joyce Hakey reported the results from the statewide 

science testing in 4th grade.  The assessment consists of multiple choice, short 

answer, and inquiry task where students complete an investigation, gather and 

analyze the data and have to apply their data.  Franklin had 82% proficient or 

better, the SU was 34%; and the State at 46%.  Joyce reviewed some of the 

information available in the “School Report Information” book given to each of 

the board members and posted on the display board before/during/after parent 

conferences.     

 

School Happenings:   Joyce reported that they had 73 people attend 

Grandparent’s Dinner and 68 people plus 17 staff members on Thanksgiving Day.  

There were over 100 children that attended the Safety Fun. They had a great 

Red Ribbon Week with excellent participation for the anti-drug and anti-alcohol 

week of activities.  Joyce thanked the members of the The Fire Dept. (Marshall 

Ploof, Mark Toof, Adam Kane, Sara Rainville, Nora Racine, Eric Gerard) who did 



the Fire Safety presentations which students loved and learned a lot from.  Phil 

Bouchard and Marshall Ploof also provided the Fire Truck rides for the winners 

of the Fire Exit Safety plans.  The school sold about $5400 in the Meadow 

Farms Fundraiser.   One hundred percent of parents had a parent conference 

There was a meeting for ski chaperones and anyone having questions about the 

ski program.  Ashley and Jen are coordinating the program again this year.  The 

concert will be on December 8th and holiday activities on the 21st.  

 

Superintendent’s Report 

Win has a net metering opportunity for Franklin through solar power that 

should experience no cost to the school and a cost saving of electricity.   The 

board would like to review the contract prior to approving the proposal.  They 

would like the contract sent to them prior to the board meeting so they can 

review it ahead of time.   

 

Next Meeting Dates: 
 FNWSU Board Meeting – December 6th at 6:30pm at 

Highgate 

 Franklin Board Meeting – December 19th at 6:30pm @ Franklin 

 

Act 46 

Bob Berger reported that the Act 46 is finishing up the school choice part 

of the report.  There must be a mutual agreement from receiving and 

sending schools with consistent protocol for uniform decision making.  

Special Education costs will be billed back to the sending school.  They will 

look at capacity, resources, geography and extenuating circumstances in 

considering a school choice decision.  They are looking to mimic the current 

Act 129 high school choice.  

 

Adjournment 

Bob Berger moved, seconded by Tom Gates to adjourn at 9:50pm.  The board 

approved 3-0.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Thomas Gates, School Board Clerk  

by Pierrette Bouchard School Board Secretary 

 
 



  


