
 

 

MINUTES OF FRANKLIN SCHOOL BOARD  
SPECIAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2017 7:00 P.M. 
FRANKLIN SCHOOL 

 
FRANKLIN SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Timothy Magnant, Robert Berger, 
Tom Gates and Sara Rainville, Assistant Franklin Town Clerk/Treasurer. 
 
Tim called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. The pledge of allegiance was recited by all in 
attendance. Tim introduced the member present; Roberts Rules of Order were reviewed 
and unregistered voters were identified.  
 
Article I: 
Shall Franklin School District be deemed an existing district for the purposes of Act 46/49 
(the school district merger law) given our geographic isolation, thereby qualifying for an 
exemption from the requirements of Act 46/49, and the statewide plan?  
 
Jay Denault/Jean Richard made the motion to approve the Franklin School District being 
deemed an existing district for the purposes of Act 46/49 (the school district merger law) 
given their geographic isolation, thereby qualifying for an exemption from the requirements 
of Act 46/49, and the statewide plan. 
 
Paulette Tatro asked why she should vote “yes” on this article. Bob Berger stated that a 
petition was received from Jay Denault and Jim Jewett on the Act 46/49 merger law.  
Jay Denault explained the reason for the petition and the need to have Franklin School 
added as exempt from the law based on the geographic/structural isolation. Franklin is one 
of three schools listed as geographically isolated in Franklin County on a list dated March 
2017 from the State. By approving the article, the Franklin School would be deemed 
isolated geographically and thereby exempting the Franklin School District from merging 
and other requirements of Act46/49 and the state wide plan keeping it’s current structure.   
 
 Bob Berger stated it’s the board’s desire for Franklin School to stay structured the way 
they currently are in the district. 
 
George Godin questioned if anyone had an opposing view on the article in the motion; 
none was had. 
 
Burt Maynard questioned whether the State could force grades 7-12 stay in Franklin; Bob 
stated it’s an approved law/union agreement that Franklin kids go to MVU for grades 7-12, 
legal action would have to be taken for that to change.  
 
Pierrette Bouchard requested a paper ballot vote so the ballots can be sent to the State; 
Tim Magnant stated that at least 7 people need to stand to show their support for the 
paper ballot; more than 7 people stood in favor, vote was done by paper ballot.  
 
Tim Magnant declared the polls closed; 170 ballots cast, all votes were in favor of 
approving the article, the motion passed.  
 
 
Article II: 



 

 

Should the Franklin Town School District, with other members of the Franklin Northwest 
Supervisory Union, propose to the Vermont State Board of Education to enhance the 
current operation of the Franklin, Highgate, MVU, Sheldon and Swanton school boards 
(which is an enhanced Alternative Governance Structure as defined in the Act 46/49 law)? 
 
Jay Denault/Kathy Wighton made the motion to approve the Franklin Town School District, 
with other members of the Franklin Northwest Supervisory Union, propose to the Vermont 
State Board of Education to enhance the current operation of the Franklin, Highgate, MVU, 
Sheldon and Swanton school boards (which is an enhanced Alternative Governance 
Structure as defined in the Act 46/49 law). 
 
Bob Berger spoke to the wording of the article and the reasoning behind it as well as the 
committee work that went along with it. Bob further discussed action plans and 
improvement plans that are being discussed district wide; the school boards will be helping 
each other to improve their schools, sharing more resources, thinking globally but working 
locally.  
 
Pierrette Bouchard requested a paper ballot vote so the ballots can be sent to the State; 
Tim stated that at least 7 people need to stand to show their support for the paper ballot; 
more than 7 people stood in favor, vote was done by paper ballot.  
 
Tim Magnant declared the polls closed; 161 ballots cast, all votes were in favor of 
approving the article, the motion passed.  
 
Tim Magnant thanked Bob for all his time and effort on the Act 46 Study Committee. 
 
Tim Magnant and Bob Berger thanked the community for coming out and for showing their 
support for the Franklin School. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Jean Richard/Peter Magnant, all voted in favor, meeting adjourned at 
8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
November 9, 2017 
Sara Rainville, Town Clerk 
 
NOTE: These minutes are not official until approved by the School Board at their 
next 
regular meeting.  
 
 


